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15.320 Correction of Address.

Address corrections may be initiated at the request of the property owner, or authorized 

agent, or the Department when it is demonstrated that incorrect addresses jeopardize the 

safety of the dwelling(s) affected. (Revised by Ordinance No. 13-84, Effective 11.9.84)

15.325 Exceptions.

The County may choose not to assign addresses in certain areas adjacent to any 

municipality where the municipality has extended its numbering system beyond its 

incorporated limits. (Revised by Ordinance No. 13-84, Effective 11.9.84)

15.330 Responsibility.

The Department shall be charged with the responsibility of notifying affected agencies of 

assigned addresses. (Revised by Ordinance No. 13-84, Effective 11.9.84)

15.335 Fees.

All applications and requests for address assignment shall be accompanied by the fee 

amount established by separate order of the Board. (Revised by Ordinance No. 13-84, Effective 

11.9.84)

ROADSIDE INTEGRATION VEGETATION MANAGEMENT POLICY

15.500 Purpose

(1) Lane County promotes roadside vegetation management practices that

emphasize environmental protection, promote health and safety of the public and County 

employees in order to support vibrant communities and preserve infrastructure.  Lane 

County shall serve as a positive model for environmental stewardship.

(2) The County shall use non-herbicidal control methods, including 

prevention, as its preferred tools for roadside vegetation management.  Permitted 

herbicides may be used when other methods/options have been ineffective.
(Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)

15.505 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:

Emergency means any public health, economic or other event deemed an 

emergency by County, State, or Federal declaration.

Herbicide means any substance or mixture of substances intended for preventing,

destroying, repelling or mitigating any plant from growing where unwanted.

Management Prescription Plan means the document entitled “Rights-of-Way” 

Management Prescription Plan & Action Thresholds 2006 maintained by the Department 

of Public Works.

Permitted Product means an herbicide listed on the Permitted Product list 

identified in LC 15.510(6).

Threshold means the point at which maintenance is required to ensure set 

standards are maintained. (Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)

15.510 Roadside Vegetation Management Plan.

Lane County’s primary roadside vegetation control methods will be data driven.  

Preferred options will be based on efficacy and promotion of public and environmental 

health and safety. Mechanical and manual methods will continue to be the primary tools 

within the program.
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(1) Prevention Techniques.  Vegetation prevention techniques encourage the 

desired plants, animals, and other organisms and discourage unwanted ones.  Prevention 

techniques and least-toxic pest controls include:

(a) Maintaining a monitoring program sufficient to enable a data driven 

process promoting effective and timely vegetation management practices.

(b) Increasing vegetation tolerance thresholds, while maintaining current 

roadside safety an infrastructure standards.

(2) Mechanical, Manual,  and Other Alternative Vegetation Control Methodsto

evaluate and address existing vegetation problems or problems that may develop on 

county roadsides in spite of prevention techniques, the Department of Public Works shall 

follow the approach outlined below:

(a) Monitor roadside vegetation growth to determine if thresholds have 

been exceeded and whether control is needed.

(b) Use physical, mechanical, and other alternative methods to control 

vegetation to prevent impairments or damages to roadways.

(3) Use of Herbicide Products.

(a) County staff may use only those herbicides listed on the Permitted 

Product List or as otherwise authorized by the Board of Health under this section 

15.510(3).

(b) County staff shall submit to the Board of Health for consideration 

and adoption a Permitted Products list for use of herbicides by the Department of Public 

Works for roadside management.  County staff, on behalf of the Board of Health, shall 

solicit review and comment from staff and the Public Health Administrator who will 

work with the Public Health Advisory Committee.

(b) The Board of Health may periodically review the Permitted Products 

list and after receiving public comment, add products to that list that meet the criteria in 

this chapter or delete products if new information becomes available indicating that the 

products do not meet those criteria.

(c) The Board of Health may authorize the use of non-listed herbicides 

on county roadsides when the director of Public Works has determined that a condition or 

emergency exists where herbicides on the permitted list have been tried without 

satisfactory result.  

(d) Prior to the authorization, the Director of Public Works shall review 

in writing the following considerations with the Board of Health:

(i) The nature of the problem and the reason to use the non-listed 

herbicide.

(ii) Determinations made after reviewing current information 

sources and databases to determine the most effective herbicide(s) with the least impact 

to human and environmental health pursuant to criteria in section 6 – Permitted Product 

List Criteria.

(iii) Description of the specific non-listed herbicide, persistence in 

the environment (length of soil half-life), currently designated toxicity levels, and all 

known potential risks with regard to public health and safety, and to the environment.

(iv) Proposed date, target species, method of application, public

notification, and specific steps that will be taken to minimize risks to human health and 

the environment.

(v) An evaluation of all feasible alternatives including non-

herbicidal control methods and no action alternatives.

(vi) Any legal requirements that are applicable.
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The Board of Health may approve or deny the use of non-listed herbicides 

when the use of Permitted Products has proven to be ineffective in particular applications, 

either on a one-time basis, or for a limited time to be specified by the Board of Health.

(4) Application Methods and Buffers. 

(a) Herbicide applications adjacent to waterways or bodies of water that 

occur within 100 feet must adhere to Management Prescription Plan guidelines in order 

to protect water quality, aquatic species, and associated habitats from potential impacts.

(b) Herbicide applications within 200 feet of known or identified school 

bus stops or within 500 feet of a school must adhere to Management Prescription Plan 

guidelines in order to protect human health.

(c) Other areas determined to present risk to children or the environment 

as determined by the Director of Public Works shall be added to the guidelines within the 

Management Prescription Plan.

The County's Department of Public Works staff shall continue to review research 

regarding alternative vegetation control methods to evaluate their effectiveness and 

potential for use in County roadside vegetation management operations.

(5) Environment.

(a) The listing of Willamette River Steelhead and Chinook Salmon 

under the Endangered Species Act has heightened awareness of the impact that common 

practices have on the environment.  Recent studies documenting the presence of 

herbicides in area streams and effects of herbicides on salmon point to the need for public 

agencies to serve as models of environmental stewardship in landscape management.

(b) Impacts to other species, including pollinators and amphibians, 

should be considered in maintenance activities.

(6) Permitted Product List Criteria. Permitted herbicide products must meet 

all of the following criteria (all active ingredients, known inerts, and other additives, 

should be identified so that they can be screened using this criteria):

(a) Product contains none of the following substances:

(i) A known, likely, or probable carcinogen;

(ii) Reproductive toxicants;

(iii) Known or probable endocrine disruptors;

(iv) A substance acutely toxic to humans or labeled as DANGER 

or POISON;

(v) Nervous system toxicants (ingredients that are cholinesterase 

inhibitors and/or are listed as neurotoxic;

(vi) Substances harmful to pollinators and aquatic species, 

including fish, birds, invertebrates or domestic animals.

(b) In addition, consideration shall be given to the following:

(i) Active ingredients have soil half-life of 30 days or less 

(exception for minerals).

(ii) Active ingredient has extremely low or very low mobility in 

soils.

(iii) Product is not found in US EPA Office of Pesticide Programs 

Registration Eligibility Decisions (REDs, IREDs, and TREDs) to exceed a level of 

concern for fish, aquatic insects, aquatic and semi-aquatic plants, or wildlife; and

(iv) Active ingredients have not been detected in waters at a level 

harmful to aquatic life.

(c) These criteria will be reviewed by the Public Health Advisory 

Committee annually.  The findings and recommendations of the Committee will be 

reported to the Board of Health and the Director or Health and Human Services. (Revised 

by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)



15.515 Lane Code 15.525

15-32 LC15

15.515 Training, Education, and Implementation.

(1) The Department of Public Works staff involved in roadside vegetation 

management shall attend at least once a year available trainings in prevention and other 

vegetation management techniques outlined in this chapter if appropriate to their area of 

work.

(2) The Director of Public Works shall designate a staff member to be 

responsible for the implementation of this chapter. (Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 

9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)

15.517 Data Collection and Analysis.

(1) Noxious and Invasive species management will be supported by 

inventories and roadside monitoring on a three year cycle.  County inventories will be 

made available to the public.

(2) Collaborative efforts will be south where possible to share information 

and resources from other agencies, public members, and partners.

(3) Maintenance methods and tools will be selected based upon findings of 

results and prioritization within a defined decision matrix as part of the Management 

Prescription Plan. (Revised by Ordinance 16-07, Effective 10.27.16)

15.520 Public Notification.

The Department of Public Works shall comply with the following notification 

procedures for all roadside herbicide applications:

(1) Orange road signs 48 inches will be posted on both ends of all County 

roadways with proposed herbicide applications at least seven days prior to any 

application. All signs will be left in place following any applications for a minimum of 

three days.  All signs will have the words “HERBICIDE APPLICATION,” proposed 

dates of application and a phone number that the public can contact for further 

information.

(2) Public notification of herbicide use along roadsides maintained by Lane 

County shall be listed on Lane County’s website. 

(3) During the herbicide application process, additional temporary roadwork 

signs shall be placed around the work site.  The signs will be at least two feet square and 

say “HERBICIDE APPLICATION AHEAD.” Herbicide application tanks will be 

labeled with the word “herbicide.”

(4) The County will maintain an updated website of all pending and completed 

herbicide applications along county maintained roadsides.  The public will be able to 

access information on the internet at least seven days prior to the proposed applications 

and for at least seven days post application.
(Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)

15.525 Record Keeping.

County staff shall maintain publicly accessible information with records of herbicides 

used on county roadsides for a minimum of six years.  In addition to complying with all 

record keeping requirements imposed by state and federal law, the information recorded 

must include the date and location of the application; the product name, active 

ingredients, additional known inert ingredient(s), other chemicals mixed with the product, 

and actual costs of application.  These records must also include an EPA registration 

number; the target vegetation type, quantity and concentration of each herbicide product 

applied, the weather conditions including rain predictions, temperature, wind speed and 

direction, and the applicator’s name and operator license number.  At the time of 
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application any known problems with handling and storage, equipment cleaning, 

disposal, toxic waste, and off target drift, spills runoff or migration must also be included 

on the record. (Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 10.27.16)

15.530 Annual Report (Reporting).

On a yearly basis at a public meeting of the Board of Health, the Department of Public 

Works shall present a report that includes:

(1) The quantity and concentration of each herbicide product applied during 

the previous year, a list of any non-listed herbicides proposed for use in the coming year, 

and under what circumstances herbicide uses might occur, and the actual cost of 

application for the previous year; 

(2) Control methods that have replaced herbicide use in the previous year;

(3) Control methods that have been proven ineffective; 

(4) What non-herbicide control methods the Department of Public Works 

intends to use in the plan year.  County staff shall post the report on the County website

and make copies available to the public. (Revised by Ordinance No. 12-03, Effective 9.11.03; 16-07, 

10.27.16)

LEVYING, COLLECTING AND ENFORCING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

15.600 Authority.

The following provisions relating to the application of a special assessment policy for 

public improvements are hereby adopted pursuant to the authority granted to Lane 

County by the Lane County Home Rule Charter.  Except as expressly modified in this 

subchapter, the provisions of ORS Chapter 371 are applicable in Lane County. (Revised by

Ordinance No. 11-73, Effective 9.28.73)

15.605 Purpose.

The requirements set forth herein are for the purpose of defining policies, conditions and 

procedures whereby specially benefited property owners shall be assessed for the costs of 

road improvements.  Remonstrance procedures included in Section 9 of the Lane County 

Home Rule Charter are not repeated herein, but apply in full.  The procedures set forth in 

this subchapter shall constitute a determination by the Board, absent the express 

determination inconsistent with these procedures, of the extent to which the cost of road 

improvements in Lane County is to be defrayed by special assessments on property to be 

specially benefited. (Revised by Ordinance No. 11-73 ,Effective 9.28.73; 10-04, 6.4.04)

15.610 Application.

The provisions herein apply to all County roads, Public Roads as defined in LC 

15.010(35) and platted streets within the unincorporated areas of Lane County and under 

the jurisdiction of Lane County.  These provisions shall also apply to the following 

County roads within the limits of incorporated cities:

(1) Connecting roads maintained under the authority of ORS Chapter 373;

(2) County roads subject to an intergovernmental agreement under the 

authority of ORS 373.260;

(3) County roads within the limits of incorporated cities not covered by LC 

15.610(1) and (2) above and for which the city involved has not requested surrender in 

accordance with ORS 373.270. (Revised by Ordinance No. 11-73, Effective 9.28.73; 7-82, 7.9.82; 10-

04, 6.4.04)


